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The growing prominence of the ex-gay movement is the result of a strategic shift within the
Christian Right: the new packaging of an old message. The claim that lesbian, gay, bisexual

and transgender people can be “cured” has more to do with the Right’s political objectives and its bit-
ter opposition to equal rights than with genuine caring. This information packet provides useful infor-
mation about how the Christian Right has adopted the ex-gay movement in response to incre a s i n g
p re s s u re to soften its homophobic rh e t o r i c .

While a vast array of religious denominations and a growing majority of the public is incre a s i n g l y
s u p p o rtive of equality and fair treatment for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people, the ex-gay
movement is gaining media attention and increasing legitimacy by promoting a discredited therapeutic
practice known as “reparative therapy” and by claiming to act in the name of religion. Reparative
therapy has been repudiated by prominent psychological and psychiatric organizations. The re l i g i o u s
principles promoted by the ex-gay movement are part of a fundamentalist Christian agenda that has
caused concern and opposition from within virtually all mainstream communities of faith.

Our three organizations have come together to raise critical questions about the motivations, claims,
and objectives of the ex-gay movement. We believe the public needs to see the truth behind the mask
of compassion. The new softer face of the Christian Right merely hides the old, vicious homophobia.
The ex-gay movement, like the Christian Right of which it is a part, is intolerant of anyone who does
not conform to its ideals of family, marriage, moral values, and sexual orientation. It exploits and
misuses the language of faith, presenting a face of Christian caring while simultaneously condemning
g a y, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people outright, and denying them their full humanity and
equal rights.

In this packet, we have gathered information about “reparative therapy” as well as information about
the fundamentalist Christian ministries that offer conversion through Christ. You may notice that the
spokespeople for the movement are nearly always the same few “ex-gay” activists. It is a time-tested
tactic of the Right to use exaggeration and distortion to make reality conform to its doctrines. 

Challenging the Ex-Gay Movement is a complement to a second re s o u rce we are offering on the ex-
gay movement: a re p o rt by Surina Khan titled Calculated Compassion: How the Ex-Gay Movement
S e rves the Right’s Attack on Democracy. In the re p o rt, Surina presents her analysis of the ex-gay move-
m e n t ’s role within the Right, and her assessment of the importance of this movement to the future of
lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender rights. The re p o rt is available through Political Research Associates.

In attacking gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender people, the ex-gay movement, like its parent, the
Christian Right, promotes an agenda for all Americans that is profoundly anti-democratic and exclu-
s i o n a ry. We stand in opposition.

R e v. Meg Riley U rvashi Va i d Jean Hard i s t y
C o - C h a i r D i re c t o r Executive Dire c t o r
Steering Committee The Policy Institute Political Research Associates
Equal Partners in Faith National Gay and Lesbian 

Task Forc e
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The following is an executive summary of Calculated Compassion: How the Ex-Gay Movement

S e rves the Right’s Attack on Democracy, an in-depth re p o rt detailing the political, legal and re l i g i o u s
implications of the ex-gay movement. It is available for $6 (including shipping and handling) fro m

Political Research Associates.

The ex-gay movement gained national media attention in July 1998 when full-page ads promoting 

the movement appeared in major newspapers across the country. Millions of people were exposed to

the ex-gay claim that homosexuals can heal themselves of their “lifestyle choice” through a Christian

fundamentalist religious conversion or through “reparative therapy.” These ideas are refuted by the

medical community and mainstream religious organizations. 

The widespread media coverage garn e red by the ad campaign focused on the “human interest” issue:

can lesbians and gay men “convert” to heterosexuality? But there is another side to this story — t o l d

for the first time in this re p o rt .

Calculated Compassion is a comprehensive examination of the political character and role of the 

ex-gay movement. And it paints a disturbing picture. While publicly portraying itself as a haven for

“hope and healing for homosexuals,” the ex-gay movement serves as camouflage for a retooled and

reinvigorated assault by the Christian Right on the legal protections against discrimination for gay,

lesbian, bisexual and transgender persons. Furt h e rm o re, the ex-gay movement is an integral part of 

a broader right-wing movement that poses a grave threat to democracy and diversity in the US.

Based on three years of re s e a rch, the re p o rt shows conclusively that:

■ The ex-gay movement provides political cover for a significant new phase in the Christian

R i g h t ’s long-running anti-gay campaign. For more than two decades, a coalition of “family

values” organizations have used anti-homosexual propaganda to organize and mobilize con-

s e rvative Christian constituents, re c ruit new followers, and raise money. But vitriol is no

longer working the way it was, because of increasing public distaste for demonizing rh e t o r i c ,

g rowing public tolerance of homosexuality, and an increase in the number of state, county,

and city ordinances outlawing anti-gay discrimination. The Christian Right has seized the

political opportunity off e red by the ex-gay movement to repackage its anti-gay campaign in

k i n d e r, gentler terms. Instead of simply denouncing homosexuals as morally and socially cor-

rupt, the Christian Right has now shifted to a strategy of emphasizing personal salvation for

h o m o s e x u a l s — t h rough the ex-gay movement. Behind this mask of compassion, however, the

goal, remains the same: to roll back legal protections for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-

der people and enforce criminal laws against them. The evidence suggests that the Christian

Right is pursuing this goal with renewed vigor.

■ The ex-gay movement is a potent tool for undermining the rationale for lesbian/gay/bisexu-

al/transgender rights. Ex-gay leaders and their Christian Right partners claim that homosexu-

als need not be “that way” since theirs is a voluntary lifestyle choice that can be abandoned
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t h rough religious conversion or therapy. By this reasoning, legal protections for homosexuals

a re not necessary. This latest refinement of the Christian Right’s “no special rights” arg u m e n t

has already been “field-tested” with ominous success. The ex-gay message was employed

extensively in a re f e rendum campaign that overt u rned Maine’s gay rights law—the first time

an existing state law of this kind had been reversed. Anti-discrimination laws in other states

will undoubtedly now be targeted. 

■ Most mainstream religious leaders and religious organizations in the US do not share the

views of the ex-gay movement and the Christian Right about homosexuality. Ex-gay and

Christian Right leaders have routinely sought to identify their opposition to

gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender rights with broader religious beliefs and traditions. But their

perspectives on the issue do not correspond with the position of mainstream communities of

faith, including the Roman Catholic Church, the National Council of Churches, the United

Methodist Church, the American Jewish Congress and the Union of American Hebre w

C o n g regations. Furt h e rm o re, by asserting that homosexuality is a sin that can be overc o m e ,

the Christian Right is at odds with many mainstream faith-based communities which not

only advocate equal rights for gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender people, but also aff i rm

their full religious equality. 

■ The ex-gay movement is part of a broader social and political movement that is intolerant

and anti-democratic. The ex-gay movement is an integral part of the Christian Right which

p romotes Christian nationalism, an ideology that seeks to use government laws and re g u l a-

tions to impose fundamentalist Christian values on the entire nation. If the Christian Right

has its way, the constitutional walls separating church and state would be eliminated. The ex-

gay movement is also located within the political Right’s larger social change movement,

which is pursuing an anti-democratic and authoritarian agenda of sweeping social, political,

cultural and economic changes. 

Tolerance and pluralism are bedrock principles of American society. Yet, as this re p o rt shows, the 

ex-gay movement and the Christian Right are attacking these principles and furthering a rigid moral

agenda which offers fundamentalist Christian dogma and heterosexuality as the only acceptable

n o rms. Challenging the leadership of the ex-gay movement is essential if equal rights for all people,

re g a rdless of sexual orientation, are to be defended. To be effective, such a challenge must take into

account the broader theocratic agenda of the Christian Right which the ex-gay movement is being

used to pro m o t e .
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The ex-gay movement is an international network of Christian and secular organizations that claims

lesbians and gay men can be “converted” to hetero s e x u a l i t y.

H u n d reds of men and women turn to ex-gay ministries in an honest search for truth and meaning in

relation to their sexual identity and their faith in Christianity. But what is the agenda of the ex-gay

movement? What does its leadership really intend?

Political Research Associates (PRA), the National Gay and Lesbian

Task Force (NGLTF), and Equal Partners in Faith (EPF) teamed up

to share information with the activist and faith-based communities

because we feel that the ex-gay movement’s carefully crafted public

image does not sincerely convey the goals and objectives of its lead-

ership. We believe that the ex-gay movement draws men and

women based on one set of messages, then reveals a very diff e re n t

one once they are organized into ex-gay ministries and re p a r a t i v e

therapy pro g r a m s .

We must voice our concerns. The debate about homosexuality cur-

rently being showcased in the media has centered around n a t u re vs.
n u rt u re. While some gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender activists say

homosexuality is not a choice, activists of the Christian Right say

i t ’s a result of negative childhood experiences. But both sides miss

the point that sexual identity—whether it be homosexual, bisexual,

t r a n s g e n d e r, or heterosexual—is a human right. Under a human

rights paradigm, all people have the right to control their bodies

and everyone has the right to name their own sexual identity,

whether it is chosen or not.

✓Pass the material in this packet on to your colleagues.

✓In cities and towns with ex-gay ministries, hold an inform a t i o n a l

meeting with activists.

✓Write or meet with the editorial board of your local newspapers

and urge them to start covering ex-gay ministries and org a n i z a-

tions as a political movement.

✓Arrange an educational forum for clergy and/or activists in 

your area.
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Ex-gay movement leaders and their Christian Right partners try to create the impression that their
a b h o rrence of homosexuality and their opposition to gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender rights on re l i-
gious grounds are widely shared by other Americans of faith. However, most mainstream re l i g i o u s
leaders and religious organizations are on re c o rd for equal rights for gay, lesbian, bisexual, and trans-
gender people.

Many mainstream religious leaders and prominent theologians do not subscribe to the key theological
p remises of the ex-gay movement—that heterosexuality is God’s creative intent for humanity, and that
a person needs to be heterosexual to have a correct relationship with God.

The ex-gay movement receives its primary support from Christian Right organizations such as the Family
R e s e a rch Council and the Christian Coalition.  These groups are the architects of profound shifts in pub-
lic policy and public attitudes about our national responsibility to poor people and people of color.

Ex-gay and Christian Right leaders claim that gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender people are out to get
“ m o re” rights than those guaranteed to everyone, and that somehow these rights would come at the
expense of the civil rights of people of color. This “special rights” theme relies on the argument that
sexual orientation is not a basis for discrimination and that gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender people
simply want to win legitimacy for their “deviant” behavior by putting it on par with immutable 
characteristics such as skin color.

The ex-gay movement poses a significant new threat to eff o rts to secure civil rights for

gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender people. By using the ex-gay movement to convince people that 

lesbian, gay and bisexual people can become heterosexual, the Christian Right aims to foster the

development of a restrictive legal environment in which only heterosexuals have legal rights. 

The appeal to conservative Christian voters of the ex-gay message—that homosexuality is a “lifestyle
choice” so lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender civil rights are unnecessary—was demonstrated in a
F e b ru a ry, 1998 re f e rendum vote that overt u rned Maine’s anti-discrimination law. It was the first state
law of its kind to be rescinded, and other such state laws are now likely targets of the ex-gay strategy.

The secular wing of the ex-gay movement asserts that gay men and lesbians can be converted to
homosexuality through “reparative therapy,” though this premise has been repeatedly negated by 
reputable organizations such as the American Psychological Association, the American Psychiatric
Association, the American Medical Association, and the American Pediatric Association.

Ex-gay movement leaders claim that homosexuals can convert to hetero s e x u a l i t y, but by conversion
they don’t mean that people won’t experience homosexual feelings—the treatment goal is to teach 
gay men and lesbians to re p ress their homosexual identity.
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respond defensively to homophobic scriptural citations by engaging in a “boxing match”

style of dialogue about them.

E x a m p l e: “God made Adam and Eve not Adam and Steve!”

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “That’s ridiculous! The creation story is a myth to explain human
c reation—scientific re s e a rch shows that the first human was a woman in Africa!”

use humor and keep a light touch.

E x a m p l e: “God made Adam and Eve, not Adam and Steve!”

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “Are you saying that heterosexuals are responsible for the fall of
humankind then? I’ll try not to be bitter.” Or, “Gay people don’t have to act on their sexual
d e s i res. God can heal them.” “But as I read Scripture, ‘just say no’ didn’t even work in the
G a rden of Eden!”

fight with provocative loud-mouths. You risk alienating your audience.

E x a m p l e: “Gay people should be killed!” 

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “It’s people like you who should be put in jail! Yo u ’ re a danger to
democratic society!”

appeal to the moderate observ e r s .

E x a m p l e: “Gay people should be killed!” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “I know that the majority of Americans are as frightened by your
w o rds as I am. Every poll shows that we support fair, non-violent treatment for all people.”

let someone else frame the debate or set the parameters of the discussion.

E x a m p l e: “Our founding fathers intended this to be a Christian nation, and the Bible clearly
condemns homosexuality.” 

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “This is not a Christian nation and never has been. Why Thomas
J e fferson explicitly said….”
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speak positively and stay on track.

E x a m p l e: “Our founding fathers intended this to be a Christian nation, and the Bible clearly
condemns homosexuality.” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “The people who founded our great nation bequeathed us with a
Constitution and Bill of Rights which clearly promote freedom of religion. Those documents
p rovide the basis for our covenant for living together in peace. That’s why we’re concern e d
that our community is being divided by anti-gay violence and fear. ”

demonize or insult anyone.

Example: “I just don’t think gay people should have special rights.” 

I n a p p ropriate response: “Only a bigot or a homophobe would say that!”

d i ff e rentiate leaders from followers and use language of reconciliation and compassion.

E x a m p l e: “I just don’t think gay people should have special rights.” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “I am concerned that Americans, who strongly oppose discrimination,
a re being misled about exactly what this initiative means. Equality is not a special right.”

allow homophobes to monopolize religious language.

E x a m p l e: “God’s word is good enough for me: to be gay is an abomination.” 

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “Regardless of what you read in the Bible, this is not a Christian
c o u n t ry and the Bible should not govern our laws.”

claim moral high ground; cite Scripture and use your own religious language.

E x a m p l e: “God’s word is good enough for me: to be gay is an abomination.” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “Jesus never mentions homosexuality at all, but he does say to love
your neighbor as you love yourself, and that’s how I try to live.” Or, “The God that I know
is a God of love, who does not see any person as an abomination.”

allow the debate to be framed as religious people vs. secular gays.

E x a m p l e: “Religious people are concerned that militant gays will destroy our families.” 

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “We ’ re here we’re queer, get used to it!”
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speak openly about your own faith as it informs your commitment to glbt issues. 

E x a m p l e: “Religious people are concerned that militant gays will destroy our families.” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “In my congregation, we’re concerned about the high incidence of 
gay bashing in our town. We feel that we must best embody God’s radical commitment to
love by teaching our youth that violence and intolerance are neither moral nor acceptable.”

get sidetracked into discussions of whether people “choose” to be homosexual or what 

p e rcentage of the population is gay.

E x a m p l e: “Homosexuals could choose to change if they wanted to.” 

I n a p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “Yo u ’ re either born gay or you’re not! Why, studies show that!”

stay focused on your own talking points.

E x a m p l e: “Homosexuals could choose to change if they wanted to.” 

A p p ropriate re s p o n s e: “Americans deserve equal treatment under the law. People could
choose to change religions or marital status, but that would not make discrimination against
them acceptable. While we still don’t know much about the cause of sexual orientation,
Americans do know that anti-gay discrimination is wro n g . ”

globalize the issue or use frightening rh e t o r i c .

E x a m p l e: “This is the first step towards death camps! First they came for the communists,
and I did not speak up because I was not a communist, etc.,” You may believe it, but to the
average person you sound like a nut.

speak specifically about how homophobia affects your community in tangible, measurable ways. 

E x a m p l e: “What would this initiative mean? It would mean that I could be legally fired fro m
my job because I am gay and I would have no channels for correcting that injustice!”

t ry to terrorize people into voting on your side.

E x a m p l e: “We are in pre-Nazi Germ a n y, and you have the chance to vote against Adolph Hitler!”

lift up a vision of unity.

E x a m p l e: “In hard times like these, we all need each other. Candidates like X divide us fro m
one another and waste our precious re s o u rc e s . ”



Challenging the Ex-Gay Movement: An Information Packet

Identify your strongest allies in the religious community:

■ If you have a gay newspaper, consider any congregation that advertises your ally.

■ Also consider your ally any congregation that hosts Parents, Families, and Friends of Lesbians
and Gays (P-FLAG) meetings, new Metropolitan Community Church (MCC) groups, and gay
or lesbian cultural events.

■ The Unitarian Universalist Association, United Church of Christ, Reform and
R e c o n s t ructionist Jews, and Quakers are especially gay-support i v e .

■ Leaders of gay-centered congregations such as Unity temple or MCC will know who else is
friendly in your are a .

■ Many mainstream Protestant churches are designated as “More Light,” “Reconciling,” and
other flags that indicate they are concerned about gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender issues.

■ Most religious groups have gay-focused caucuses—a number of which are listed in the
re s o u rces section of this packet. For further information call the National Gay and Lesbian 
Task Force at (202) 332-6483 or Equal Partners in Faith at (202) 296-4672 x 14.

Ask these allies to help you find more allies. Also:

■ The Interfaith Alliance supports gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender civil rights, as do their local
chapters. National office: (202) 639-6370 or tia@tialliance.org .

■ Your local P-FLAG chapter will likely have religious leaders in its membership. National
o ffice: (202) 638-4200 or info@pflag.org

■ Councils of Churches vary tremendously from state to state, as do local interfaith gro u p s
which have organized around AIDS or other justice issues. Ask around to find personal contacts
who know about such groups in your are a .

Strategize with these allies and with other activists:

■ Ask your strongest ally to host an evening or weekend workshop or panel discussion which
f e a t u res clergy allies. Such a gathering could be the beginning of organizing an ongoing gro u p ,
or it could simply be a one-time event.

■ If you have very few identified allies, you may prefer to conduct quiet conversations with a
few people to gather names of people who would take stands on less controversial issues:
c h u rch opposition to hate crimes, aff i rmation of employment non-discrimination, etc.
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■ Always begin with your surest ally so that when asked “Who else has signed on?” you only
have to say, “Yo u ’ re the first!” one time.

■ It is extremely important to develop a multi-racial religious presence. Look for opport u n i t i e s
to build alliances and do coalition work on issues (i.e. responding to AIDS) of common concern
to all racial and ethnic communities.

With people of faith who are unsure, consider:

■ The American Friends Service Committee in Ann Arbor, Michigan has developed written
re s o u rces and a workshop on non-violent dialogue about sexual orientation. Call (734) 
7 6 1 - 8 2 8 3 .

■ Whenever possible, match activists with clergy they approach, e.g. Jewish activists talk with
rabbis; African American activists of faith talk with Black clergy; Presbyterians talk with
P resbyterian clerg y, etc. P-FLAG members are good messengers. Share how your concern s
impact people’s faith and the broader community.

■ “ C reating a Beloved Community” is a project of Woman Vision Education Program. The
o rganization specializes in religion, gender and sexuality education, and developed the video
“All God’s Children,” a video about Black churches and gay and lesbian rights. Contact them 
at (888) 999-0490 or Wo m a n V s n @ a o l . c o m .

■ Vi rtually every mainline Protestant denomination has officially condemned anti-gay discrimi-
nation. Share such statements with members of that faith. A compilation of statements is avail-
able from Equal Partners in Faith or the National Gay and Lesbian Task Forc e .

■ Train “messengers” in listening skills. The American Friends Service Committee in Atlanta,
G e o rgia has developed materials about how to reach out to clergy and other people of faith.
Call (404) 586-0460.

Provide visible role models of gay supportive religious leaders:

■ O ffer media training to help allies know how to speak out eff e c t i v e l y. Speak with the Gay 
and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation to help coordinate training of religious leaders, and
also to help you develop a media strategy. Call (202) 884-7346.

■ Whenever anti-gay sentiments are characterized as “religious,” immediately respond with 
letters and phone calls to the editor, re p o rt e r, or network.

■ P roduce cable access programs and invite clergy to speak! That’s what clergy do best!

The Sky’s the Limit!

■ P romote forums and worship services in every willing congregation. Mail out materials 
i n t roducing yourselves, featuring rave reviews by others who have heard you speak, etc.

■ C o o rdinate “hate-free Sunday” or other mechanisms to garner community support for 
your concerns. 
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■ Consider visual statements. Unitarian Universalist congregations all over Oregon wrapped
themselves in huge red ribbons and declared themselves “hate-free zones” during anti-gay ballot
initiatives in 1992 and 1994. The visual effect was stunning.

■ H e t e rosexual allies in congregations can be leaders in voter registration, leafleting, etc.

■ Make sure local media are alerted about all of your activities. Cultivate personal re l a t i o n s h i p s
with religion re p o rt e r s .

■ D o n ’t be afraid of religious language! Be out and proud as a person of faith! “God calls peo-
ple of faith to heal a broken world” has a diff e rent effect than “We oppose bigotry.” Both are
valid messages, but will reach diff e rent people.



Challenging the Ex-Gay Movement: An Information Packet

This section presents tips on developing and executing an effective strategy for attaining non-paid
media coverage to complement your eff o rts in challenging the ex-gay movement.

■ Make communications part of your overall work plan. The first step is not to write a press re l e a s e

or develop a press list, but to integrate media work into your overall work and strategies.

■ Find ways to sell your story to a wide variety of journ a l i s t s . In addition to re p o rters who cover 

lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender issues, try to find other re p o rters who might cover this issue:

C o n g ressional re p o rters, legal re p o rters, and religion re p o rters, for example.

■ Find ways to sell your story to a wide variety of media. T h e re is usually a wide variety of media in

e v e ry town. There may only be one newspaper, but that paper has many sections, re p o rters and edi-

tors. There may be only three TV stations with news departments, but those departments often put

on many news and public affairs shows. Also, consider local weekly papers, local radio shows, churc h

bulletins, employee newsletters at local companies, city magazines, student newspapers, and altern a-

tive publications such as the local lesbian/gay/bisexual/transgender publications or ethnic and racially

diverse publications.

■ Study the media. Note the name of the re p o rter who wrote the article on an issue relevant to the

ex-gay movement or the columnist who wrote about the ex-gay ads. Listen to a variety of radio sta-

tions and talk shows. Think about why a certain story was done. What made it newsworthy? Could 

a similar news story be done about the ex-gay ministry in your town? Talk about re p o rters and media

with your colleagues. Notice which topics are being covered and think about ways to relate your

work and issues to those topics.

■ Know deadlines. All news media operate on deadlines. Your news won’t get out if you miss deadlines.

■ F o l l o w - u p. Celebrate the coverage you got and then go right back to calling those who hadn’t done

anything. You can also call to praise the re p o rters who did cover your story. Write letters-to-the-edi-

tor about the story to add or emphasize certain points. Then call a local columnist and your contact

on the editorial board to urge them to write editorials or columns based on the news story.

■ Be persistent. If a re p o rter or editor seemed to express genuine interest in the topic but didn’t write

a story or editorial, keep calling. Being persistent is the way to make media a powerful tool that

works for you—it helps in developing relationships with re p o rters and editors.

■ Call, call, call. If you want to get into your major newspaper and TV news shows, simply sending

out a press release is an environmental waste. Call a day or two before your press conference, event,

or release date asking if they’ve received your release inviting them personally to come and ask if they

have any questions.

■ Stay in touch. Call even when you don’t have a specific story, just keep in contact. Personal con-

tacts are crucial in media work. Call re p o rters to give them a little feedback about an article they



Challenging the Ex-Gay Movement: An Information Packet

w rote, to suggest a story idea, to ask for a little advice (perhaps about whom to contact on the 

editorial board or whether they know someone at another paper who might be interested in the ex-

gay movement.) Invite them to a public meeting, or send them background material (e.g. a copy of

Calculated Compassion: How the Ex-Gay Movement Serves the Right’s Attack on Democracy.) 
Many re p o rters, especially for small newspapers, may see a lot of press releases but few re p o rts and

a rticles that provide some depth.

■ Become a trusted sourc e. As with any decent relationship, it’s got to be a two-way street. Which 

is why it’s so important to understand journalists and their needs. When you call, always ask first if

they are on deadline, and if so, ask when to call back. When you talk to them about a story you

would like them to do, also ask what they are working on and offer to send them some backgro u n d

i n f o rmation if you have it. Or offer to give them the names of a couple of people or groups that

might be good to interv i e w.

■ Become a credible sourc e. A re p o rter needs to think of you and your organization as reliable and

c redible—never fake an answer or stretch the truth. Reporters understand that most sources have a

perspective about a topic, but if they learn you are giving them misleading or grossly incomplete

i n f o rmation, your role as a source is history.

■ Repeat, repeat, re p e a t. If a re p o rter agrees to do a story about the ex-gay movement in your town,

keep repeating the key points you want to see in that story.

■ D o n ’t talk in paragraphs. On radio and TV, time is the big factor; in newspapers its space. This

means you must be brief and to the point.

■ Plain talk for plain people. Persuadable people come from all walks of life. Many people don’t

understand partisan or culturally-based rhetoric. Plain talk is always best.

■ “No Comment” is the worst comment. It implies you’re hiding something. Instead, use those times

when you cannot comment any further as opportunities to restate your most important points.

■ Talk to the re p o rt e r. You look goofy if you look directly into the camera.

The Press Kit

■ P ress Release including who, what, where, when, and why, (the five W’s), background on the 

issue, and pithy quotes.

■ Fact sheets including legal, political impact.

■ Fact sheet on your organization and its purpose/pro g r a m s .

■ B a c k g round sheet on your opposition with documentation.

■ Contact names and numbers of your spokespeople.

■ P ress clips from previous newspaper stories, editorials.
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■ Statements of support from other organizations and/or leaders.

■ Mail or hand deliver the press kits to re p o rters, producers, editors, assignment desks, wire serv i c e

managers, “daybooks” (media calendars) for local Associated Press (AP) and United Pre s s

I n t e rnational (UPI), and other media sourc e s .

■ Media Advisory: If you are doing a press conference or visibility event (e.g., demonstration, candle-

light vigil), send a media advisory out at least one week beforehand to invite re p o rters. This short

a d v i s o ry should inform re p o rters and assignment editors of the time, place, and purpose of the event

(the five W’s ) .

The Press Conference

■ Schedule your press conference for 10 or 11am. Schedule press conferences for early or mid-week

( Tu e s d a y / Wednesday). Avoid Monday, Friday or the weekend.

■ The room should be large enough to accommodate re p o rters, microphones and TV cameras, as

well as speakers’ table. Set up speakers’ table at front with rows of chairs for re p o rters. Leave space

in back for cameras.

The Speakers Panel

■ Remember diversity. Feature speakers that re p resent the diversity of your group and the community

h o n e s t l y.

■ Pick articulate, “telegenic,” media-savvy spokespeople best qualified to speak on the issue.

■ Include non-gay authorities from other communities (religious, civil rights, academic, and pare n t s ) .

■ To enhance human interest include a former ex-gay who can speak about going through ex-gay

ministries or reparative therapy.

■ Ask re p o rters to hold questions for the end.

■ The opening speaker should present news and key messages.

■ Identify speakers; include list (“bio sheet”) of speakers and their titles in the press kit.

■ Keep statements very brief—five to ten minutes maximum. Give lots of pithy, quotable “sound-

bites.” Deliver your key messages over and over.

■ Decorate the press conference room with your banner behind the speaker’s table, or a “podium

logo” in front of the lectern. Use visual aids such as charts, maps, videoclips, etc., but don’t let 

them dominate the press confere n c e .
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Additional Media Resources

The following re s o u rces provide further information about how to do media work, including: 
how to write a press release, op-ed, letter- t o - t h e - e d i t o r, how to influence editorials, and how to 

stage a successful press event. 

✓A Guide to Media for Community Change and Other Non-Pro f i t s, 1997, written and edited by

Timothy Saasta and published by the Center for Community Change, 1000 Wisconsin Ave., NW,

Washington DC 20007, (202) 342-0567.

✓Making the News, A Guide for NonProfits and Activists, 1998, by Jason Salzman, published by

Westview Press, 5500 Central Avenue, Boulder, CO 80301, (800) 386-5656.

✓Prime Time Activism: Media Strategies for Grassroots Org a n i z i n g, 1991, by Charlotte Ryan, 

South End Press, (800) 253-3605.

✓Media How-To Guidebook, published by Media Alliance, updated 1998, 814 Mission Stre e t ,

#205, San Francisco, CA 94103, (415) 546-6334, www. m e d i a - a l l i a n c e . o rg / v o i c e s .

✓Fight the Right Action Kit, 1993, published by the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 

2320 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009, (202) 332-6483.
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…
“Exodus upholds heterosexuality as God’s creative intent for humanity, and subsequently views

homosexual expression as outside of God’s will. Exodus cites homosexual tendencies as one of many

d i s o rders that beset fallen humanity. Choosing to resolve these tendencies through homosexual behav-

i o r, taking on a homosexual identity, and involvement in a homosexual lifestyle is considered destru c-

tive, as it distorts God’s intent for the individual and is thus sinful.”

—F rom the Exodus International Policy Statement on Homosexuality.

…
“So let me emphasize from the outset that I don’t pretend to know a universal ‘cure’ for homosexual-

i t y. Nobody does.”

—Joe Dallas in D e s i res in Conflict: Answering the Struggle for Sexual Identity, p . 1 0 .

…
“Homosexuality distorts the natural bond of friendship that would naturally unite persons of the

same sex. It works against society’s essential male/female design and family unit.”

—F rom the National Association for the Research and Therapy of Homosexuality
( N A RTH) Statement of Policy.

…
“ P e rhaps, like me, you’ve pushed aside a large rock only to discover that underneath the quiet exteri-

or the ground was teaming with ants. By uncovering the rock, you unwittingly disturbed the activity

of ‘another world.’ And I can assure you ants do not like to be disturbed! In a spiritual sense, this is

what Exodus does. And since Satan likes to do his work under the cover of darkness, without being

detected, he reacts when we expose his strategies.”

—Bob Davies, Exodus International Executive Director in a direct mail appeal,
September 1996.

…
“ N o w, perhaps you’re wondering what abortion and homosexuality have to do with each other. The

answer is quite simple; they both have to do with Satan’s attempt to destroy and prevent human life.

A b o rtion accomplishes both the destruction and prevention of life. Homosexuality by nature, pre-

vents human life and brings destruction through a myriad of diseases like AIDS.”

—Bob Davies, Exodus International Executive Director in a direct mail appeal,
September 1996.

…
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…
“The gay political lobbyist organizations are inundating America with gay propaganda and are

d e s t roying the Judeo-Christian fiber of America. P-FOX is here to begin the arduous task of pushing

back the untruths of the gay lobbyists with the freedom from homosexuality that the gospel of Jesus

Christ pro m i s e s . ”

—Anthony Falzarano, National Director of Parents and Friends of Ex-Gays (P-FOX) in
a P-FOX bro c h u re .

…
“This [the national ex-gay ad campaign] is the Normandy landing in the larger cultural wars.”

—R o b e rt Knight, Cultural Director for the Family Research Council in the D e t roit 
F ree Pre s s, July 17, 1998.

…
“I will encourage anybody I can to get out of what I think is a destructive lifestyle. I don’t believe a

healthy society can endorse, subsidize, or encourage it. I am sorry if this disappoints you, but on this,

I am immovable.”

—G a ry Bauer, President of the Family Research Council at Harv a rd University, 
April 13, 1998.

…
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Leaders of the Christian Right speak with two diff e rent voices about lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and
transgender people. When they speak as religious leaders, sometimes they demonize them; other times
they claim to offer them love and compassion. When they talk of politics, at times they claim the ex-
gay movement is without a public agenda; other times they are unabashedly direct about their political
goals of rolling back civil rights for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender people. A few examples:

“The ads have a meaningful purpose, but it’s far from being a political one.”

—Kristin Hansen, Family Research Council spokeswoman, FRC Press Release, 
October 8, 1998. …

“I see the ex-gay movement rising as an answer to the calamity that has hit our nation. The ex-gay
movement is a way out of this plague that has hit our families. It’s time to let faith take over. ”

—R o b e rt Knight, Cultural Director for the Family Research Council speaking at his
workshop (The Homosexualizing of America) at the 2nd annual P-FOX confere n c e ,
M a rch, 1998.

“Pray God’s will for your child and trust the Lord . ”

—Anthony Falzarano, national director of P-FOX, in Tr a n s f o rmation Pre s s, May 1998…
“ P a rents and Friends of Ex-Gays, or P-FOX, is here to begin the arduous task of pushing back the
gay agenda.”

—Anthony Falzarano, national director of P-FOX, in a letter to the editor of The Fre e
L a n c e - S t a r, Fre d r i c k s b u rg, VA, April 24, 1998.

“If you truly love someone, you’ll tell them the truth. And the truth that God loves them could just 
be the truth that sets them fre e . ”

—Ex-gay advertisement in The New York Ti m e s, July 13, 1998, supported in part by the
Christian Coalition. …

“ Will you help me work to STOP homosexuals from becoming a legally recognized and federally 
p rotected minority in America?”

—Christian Coalition president Don Hodel, Christian Coalition fundraising appeal,
September 1997.
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“ We ’ re standing for the truth that homosexuals can change.”

—Ex-gay advertisement in The Washington Post, July 14, 1998 supported in part by the
American Family Association. …

“The homosexual rights movement in America is bringing us to a very significant cro s s ro a d s .
I n d i ff e rence or neutrality toward the homosexual rights movement will result in society’s destruction by
allowing civil order to be redefined and by plummeting ourselves, our children and grandchildren into
an age of godlessness. A national ‘Coming Out of Homosexuality Day’ provides us a means whereby to
dispel the lies of the homosexual rights crowd who say they are born that way and cannot change.”

—American Family Association President Rev. Donald E. Wildmon in a press release 
s u p p o rting the 1997 national “Coming Out of Homosexuality Day,” held every year on
October 11 to counter National Coming Out Day.

“ To w a rd hope and healing for homosexuals.”

—Ex-gay advertisement in The New York Ti m e s, July 13, 1998 supported in part by Coral
Ridge Ministries. …

“ … We have had laws against adultery, homosexuality, porn o g r a p h y, and sexual abuse because people
have always believed that these are immoral, degrading, and cheapen the value of life.”

—D. James Kennedy, Character and Destiny: A Nation in Search of its Soul, (Grand Rapids,
MI: Zondervan Publishing House, 1994), p. 99.

“ We are in favor of a free and open debate on homosexuality. Just because we disagree doesn’t make
us homophobic.”

— C WA fundraising appeal, August 20, 1998.…
“Radical homosexuals in America today DO NOT want to be simply left alone. Instead they have a
hidden agenda to legally force you and every other American to accept their depraved ‘lifestyle.’
… P a rents across America have told me that they fear homosexuals want to own their kids’ minds,
bodies and souls.”

—Beverly LaHaye, Chairman of Concerned Women for America in a 1991 
fundraising appeal.
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Although claiming to be dedicated to non-political “healing,” ex-gay organizations are strongly 

s u p p o rted by political activists connected with the hard right wing of the Republican Party and the
Christian Right.

D r. James Dobson, founder and President of Focus on the Family (FOF), promotes ex-gay movement

o rganizations on his radio program, and FOF publishes articles promoting the ex-gay movement in 

its publications.

G a ry Bauer, Executive Director of the Family Research Council (FRC), has given financial and org a-

nizational support to ex-gay organizations and publicizes the ex-gay movement in literature and

videos produced by the FRC. Bauer was a featured keynote speaker at the 2nd annual P-FOX confer-

ence in March, 1998.

R o b e rt Knight, Cultural Director for the FRC, sits on the board of P-FOX and Tr a n s f o rmation 

Ex-Gay Ministries. Knight was also a featured speaker at the 2nd annual P-FOX confere n c e .

R e v. Pat Robert s o n, founder of the Christian Coalition, has featured ex-gay movement leaders on his tele-

vision show, T h e 700 Club, and uses Exodus International and other ex-gay organizations as re f e rr a l s .

R e v. Donald Wi l d m o n, President of the American Family Association (AFA), has said that “the homo-

sexuals rights movement will result in society’s destruction by allowing civil order to be re d e f i n e d ”

and claims that homosexuals can change. 

Beverly LaHaye, Chairman (sic) of Concerned Women for America (CWA), promotes ex-gay org a n-

izations in CWA publications.

Bill McCart n e y, founder and President of Promise Keepers (PK), the mass-based Christian men’s

movement, features Exodus International at PK conferences. McCartney was a major proponent of

C o l o r a d o ’s Amendment 2, a proposed amendment to the Colorado State Constitution that would

deny legal recourse to gays, lesbians, and bisexuals when they suffer discrimination in employment

and housing. The Amendment was later declared unconstitutional by the US Supreme Court .

M c C a rtney has publicly re f e rred to homosexuals as “an abomination.”

Joseph Nicolosi, founder and President of NARTH (National Association for the Research and

Therapy of Homosexuality), was called as an expert state witness, defending Colorado’s Amendment 2.

Peter LaBarbera, editor of the Lambda Report, published by Americans for Truth about

H o m o s e x u a l i t y, “a non-partisan group opposed to the organized homosexual lobby,” promotes ex-

gay movement organizations regularly in the Lambda Report and has spoken at ex-gay confere n c e s .
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Bill Bright, who leads the Campus Crusade for Christ, launched an ad campaign on college campuses

a c ross the country in 1995 that focused on ex-gays.

D. James Kennedy’s Center for Reclaiming America features ex-gay organizations at its annual con-

f e rence and was the major organizing force behind the ex-gay ad campaign.

Michael Johnston, President of Kerusso Ministries, which sponsors the annual “National Coming

Out of Homosexuality Day,” is also on the steering committee for the National Campaign to Pro t e c t

M a rr i a g e .

John Paulk, President of the Board of Directors of Exodus International, is a legislative and cultural

a ffairs analyst with Focus on the Family where he specializes in homosexual issues. Paulk and his

d e p a rtment at FOF have launched “Homosexuality & Youth” seminars across the country.
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■ It relies on a method of Biblical interpretation in which some verses are arbitrarily selected for 

literal interpretation while others are ignored or explained away.

■ It ignores issues of historical and cultural context when interpreting Scripture .

■ It makes absolute its own interpretation of Scripture, identifying its opinions with the mind of God.

■ Only “true” Christians are recipients of God’s revelation and grace; everyone else is bound for hell.

■ Only fundamentalist and evangelical Christians are “true” Christians.

■ People who call themselves Christian but disagree politically are not “true” Christians. 

■ Only heterosexuals are acceptable in the eyes of God; homosexuals are considered an “abomination”.

■ The ex-gay movement’s theology is based on a hierarchical stru c t u re in which God is a hetero s e x u a l

m a l e, and heterosexual men, created in the image of God, are superior to women. By establishing

this superiority, ex-gay movement leaders deny the spiritual equality of men and women.

■ Various ex-gay movement organizations firmly establish men as the head of the household and

relegate women to a role of submission. A key part of the “conversion” process for gay men and

lesbians is to orient them to this hierarchical family stru c t u re .

■ The theology of Christian ex-gay ministries only recognizes families that are male-led hetero s e x u a l

families. All other families are viewed as deficient.

■ Establish relationships of “accountability” outside of and over those established within existing

communities of faith.

■ Mandate that members of ex-gay ministries be accountable and responsible to other members

within the ministry for their everyday actions.
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The following information on ex-gay movement organizations was compiled from information 

generated by the organizations themselves. Additional financial information was collected from the
I n t e rnal Revenue Serv i c e .

Description

A Christ-centered international re f e rral network of ex-gay ministries that proclaims that “fre e d o m
f rom homosexuality is possible through the power of Jesus Christ.”

Organization

Founded in 1976

Executive Dire c t o r, Bob Davies

N o rth American Board of Directors: Mary Heathman, Chair; John Paulk, Vice-chair; Bud Searc y,
S e c re t a ry / Tre a s u rer; Jeff Johnston; Bob Davies; Bob Ragan; and Anita Wo rthen. 

H e a d q u a rt e red in Seattle, Washington 

Funding

1996 total revenue: $401,745

Private donations from individuals, grants from Christian foundations, fees from its national 
training conference, voluntary donations from Exodus agencies, sale of re s o u rce materials, and 
annual $100 fees from member ministries.

Member Ministries

Exodus International North America: more than 95 member ministries in 35 states; 3 member min-
istries in Canada in 3 diff e rent pro v i n c e s .

Exodus South Pacific (founded in 1987): 7 ministries in Australia; 4 ministries in New Zealand; 
1 ministry in the Philippines; 1 ministry in Japan; 1 ministry in Singapore .

Exodus International Euro p e (founded in 1982): 10 ministries in 7 diff e rent countries.

Exodus International Latin America (founded in 1994): about a dozen ministries are forming the
newest coalition of Exodus’ international outre a c h .

Conferences

Exodus holds an annual national confere n c e .

Exodus sponsors shorter regional re t reats each year, primarily for members’ leadership staff .
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Resource Materials

Exodus publishes a variety of materials on ex-gay ministry, including articles, testimonies, manuals
for S t a rting a Ministry, Telephone Support, and C o rrespondence Support ; re s o u rce lists (annotated
bibliographies of articles, audiotapes, books, testimonies, and videotapes on various subjects), and a
selection of conference audiotapes.

Exodus publishes The Exodus Standard, a 16-page quarterly newsletter that features teaching, opinion,
re s o u rces, news and media outreach stories; and The Exodus Update, a 4-page monthly publication
featuring news, testimonies, and media re p o rts, primarily from North American member ministries.

S o u rces: Exodus International website: http://exodus.base.org; Form 990, 1996, Internal Revenue Serv i c e

Description

A Christian fellowship based on the Alcoholics Anonymous 12-step model. HA believes “that 
homosexual activity is not in harmony with the will of God and that the universal creation norm is
h e t e ro s e x u a l i t y.” 

Organization

Founded in 1980

H e a d q u a rt e red in Reading, PA

B o a rd of Directors, 1997: Paul Kurtz, Chairman; Dr. David J. Watkins, Vice Chairman; John R.
J a n n e y, Secre t a ry and Coordinator; Lois Shultz, Tre a s u rer; Nancy Berry; Alex Cameron; Howard
Donnell; Rev. Randall Grossman; Dr. Rod Hoober; Ivan Lantz; Rev. Pamela Johnson; and Rev.
L i n f o rd We b e r.

Funding

1997 total revenue: $71,926

1996 total revenue: $60, 573

HA Chapters

46 chapters in the US, 1 chapter in Canada, 3 chapters in Australia.

Conferences

HA holds an annual conference in addition to other meetings and training seminars.

HA holds re c o v e ry seminars, “a road map of the journey of the healing of homosexuality. ”

HA holds a training seminar designed to pre p a re people “to take an active role in helping others find
f reedom from homosexuality through the Christ-centered ministry of HA fellowship.”
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Holds a Family and Friends Seminar for the “parent, brother or sister, spouse, friend, pastor or coun-
selor who wants to learn how they can help.”

S o u rces: Homosexuals Anonymous website: http://members.aol.com/Hawebpage; Form 990-EZ,
1996, Internal Revenue Serv i c e

Description

A Christ-centered network of “parents, friends and families of loved ones struggling with homosexu-
a l i t y. In order to re s t o re families to wholeness, we support, educate and offer hope for re c o v e ry
t h rough sound biblical counsel. We also provide strategies on how to actively love the struggler and
still disagree with his lifestyle choice.”

Organization

Founded in 1996

Executive Dire c t o r, Anthony Falzarano

H e a d q u a rt e red in Washington, DC

Funding

Receives funding through individual donations, foundation grants and chapter membership fees of
$100 per year.

In 1998 P-FOX received a $75,000 matching grant from the Family Research Council.

Chapters

P-FOX has chapters in more than 23 US cities.

Conferences

Holds an annual training confere n c e .

Resource Materials 

Extensive manual on starting a new chapter.

R e f e rrals to Exodus International network of ex-gay ministries.

S p e a k e r’s Bure a u .

Website with testimonials and press releases (www. p f o x . o rg ) .

A ffiliated with St. Augustine’s Sexual Healing Bookstore, the first ex-gay bookstore in the US. St.
A u g u s t i n e ’s opened in Febru a ry, 1998, is located in Washington, DC, and carries more than 100 titles.

S o u rce: P-FOX website: www. p f o x . o rg
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Description

A secular organization that promotes “reparative therapy” and psychological “treatment” of homo-
s e x u a l i t y. NARTH was founded in response to the American Psychiatric Association’s statement 
p roclaiming that homosexuality is not a mental disord e r.

Organization

Founded in 1992

H e a d q u a rt e red in Encino, CA

Executive Dire c t o r, Joseph Nicolosi, PhD.

N A RTH officers: President, Charles W. Socarides, M.D.; Vice President, Benjamin Kaufman, M.D.;
S e c re t a ry / Tre a s u re r, Joseph Nicolosi, PhD.; Assistant Vice President, C. Downing Tate, M.D.;
Assistant Tre a s u re r, Harold Voth, M.D.; Assistant Secre t a ry, Elaine Siegal, PhD.

Funding

Individual donations, membership fees, and some foundation grants.

1996 total revenue: $62,466

Members

Claims 800 members across the US, divided into three categories:

M e m b e r s include psychoanalysts, psychiatrists, psychologists, certified social workers, and those who
have completed master’s degree-level training in sexuality or marriage and family life pro g r a m s .

Associate Members include educators, public health officials, religious leaders, social scientists and
historians as well as writers in the field of sexuality and family health.

Friends of NART H include all other individuals.

Conferences

Holds an annual confere n c e .

Resource Materials

Publishes a variety of materials including the N A RTH Bulletin, published three times a year; S c h o o l
Sex-Education Guidelines, a 16-page re p o rt; Biological Research on Homosexuality, a 4-page leaflet;
The Collected Papers, a compilation from the 1994, 1995, 1996 NARTH conferences; U n d e r s t a n d i n g
H o m o s e x u a l i t y, a 122-page spiral bound booklet written by NARTH members; and a website
( w w w. n a rt h . c o m ) .

S o u rces: NARTH website: www. n a rth.com; Form 990-EZ, 1996, Internal Revenue Serv i c e
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■ B i N e t U S A

P.O. Box 7327, Langley Park, MD 20787

Website: www. b i n e t u s a . o rg

Collects and distributes information re g a rding bisexuality in order to facilitate the development of
bisexual community and visibility. Works for the liberation of bisexuals and all oppressed peoples 
as well as for the eradication of all forms of oppression inside and outside the Bisexual community.

■ Bisexual Resource Center

P.O. Box 639, Cambridge, MA 02140, (617) 424-9595

E-mail: brc @ b i re s o u rc e . o rg, Website: www. b i re s o u rc e . o rg

R e s e a rches and educates the general public and other interested organizations about bisexuality; 
p rovides a public forum through technical assistance, seminars, conferences, informational pro g r a m s
and publications for the discussion of bisexuality; and provides a support network for individual
members of the general public and interested organizations to discuss and obtain information about
b i s e x u a l i t y.

■ COLAGE (Children of Lesbians and Gays Every w h e re )

3543 18th Street, #17, San Francisco, CA 94110, (415) 861-5437 

E-mail: colage@colage.org,  Website: www. c o l a g e . o rg

S u p p o rt and advocacy organization for daughters and sons of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
p a rents. Interested in creating a community for kids with gay parents around the globe as well as 
dismantling legal and social barriers confronting COLAGE members, from harassment in schools, 
to custody battles, to AIDS in the family. Created and run by youth with gay parents. 

■ E x . E x G a y

Website: members.aol.com/exexgay/index.html

An online re s o u rce about the ex-gay movement. Includes information and links to ex-gay movement
o rganizations including Exodus International, Desert Stream Ministries and Homosexuals Anonymous.
Also includes personal stories of former ex-gays who have come forw a rd to denounce the ex-gay
movement as a dangerous fraud.

■ G a y, Lesbian, and Straight Education Network (GLSEN)

W. 27th Street, Suite 804, New York, NY 10001, (212) 727-0135

E-mail: glsen@glsen.org,  Website: www. g l s e n . o rg

Activist organization dedicated to the safety and well-being of every school community, re g a rdless of
sexual orientation. GLSEN works to end homophobia in public schools through changes in policy
and thinking. Publishes quarterly newsletter, B l a c k b o a rd.
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■ G e n d e r PA C

733 15th St., NW, 7th Flr, Washington, DC 20005, Website: www. G p a c . o rg

The Gender Public Advocacy Coalition, or GenderPAC, is a not-for- p rofit organization, composed of
individuals and groups, dedicated to a broad-based, inclusive national movement for “gender, aff e c-
tional, and racial equality. ”

■ Human Rights Campaign

1101 14th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005, (202) 628-4160 fax: (202) 347-5323

E-mail: hrc @ h rc . o rg, Website: www. h rc . o rg

National conservative-leaning gay and lesbian political organization. HRC’s PAC makes financial

contributions to Republican, Democratic and independent candidates for federal office. Resources on

the ex-gay movement include a re p o rt, Mission Impossible: Why Reparative Therapy and Ex-Gay
Ministries Fail.

■ Institute for Gay and Lesbian Strategic Studies

P.O. Box 2603, Amherst, MA 01004, (413) 577-0145 fax: (413) 545-2921 

Uses scholarly re s e a rch, analysis and education to inform public policy debates and to combat homo-
phobia in order to promote an equal and integrated society for people of all sexual orientations and
gender identities. Research topics include “Reparative Therapy and Public Policy. ”

■ National Black Lesbian and Gay Leadership Foru m

1612 K Street, NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20006, (202) 483-6786 fax: (202) 433-4970

Website: www. n b l g l f . o rg

The only national organization dedicated to African-American gays and lesbians. Established in 1988,
the Forum works to empower black lesbians and gays by developing their leadership skills, incre a s i n g
their visibility, and building bridges between various communities. 

■ National Center for Lesbian Rights 

870 Market Street, Suite 570, San Francisco, CA 94102, (415) 392-6257

A lesbian, feminist, multicultural, legal re s o u rce center that works to change discriminatory laws and
c reate new laws benefiting lesbians in the areas of civil rights, employment, housing, immigration,
p a rtner benefits, child custody, donor insemination, adoption, foster parenting, lesbian health, and
youth rights. 

■ National Gay and Lesbian Task Forc e

2320 17th Street, NW, Washington, DC 20009, (202) 332-6483 fax: (202) 332 0207 

T T Y: (202) 332-6219

E-mail: ngltf@ngltf.org, Website: www. n g l t f . o rg

A pro g ressive national gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender organization. Along with advocacy at
the national level, the Task Force supports state and local activists through its field program. The
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Task Force publishes a number of organizing re s o u rces for activists and holds Creating Change, an
national annual conference for glbt activists.

■ National Youth Advocacy Coalition

1711 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 206, Washington, DC, 20009, 

(202) 319-7596 fax: (202) 319-7365

E-mail: nyac@nyacyouth.org

The National Youth Advocacy Coalition (NYAC) is the only national organization that focuses solely
on improving the lives of gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender youth through advocacy education
and information. NYAC advocates with and for glbt youth through the collaboration of a bro a d
s p e c t rum of community-based and national organizations. Through this partnership, NYAC seeks to
end discrimination against glbt youth and to ensure their physical and emotional well-being.

■ PFLAG (Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays)

1011 14th Street, NW, Suite 1030, Washington, DC 20005, (202) 638-4200

E-mail: info@pflag.org, Website: www. p f l a g . o rg

P romotes the health and well-being of gay, lesbian and bisexual persons, their families and friends
t h rough: support, to cope with an adverse society; education, to enlighten an ill-informed public; and
a d v o c a c y, to end discrimination and secure civil rights. PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue
about sexual orientation, and acts to create a society that is healthy and respectful of diversity. 

■ Political Research Associates

120 Beacon Street, Suite 202, Somerville, MA 02143, (617) 661-9313 fax: (617) 661-0059

E-mail: publiceye@igc.apc.org, Website: www. p u b l i c e y e . o rg

R e s e a rch center that monitors anti-democratic and authoritarian movements and trends. Maintains 
a library of primary and secondary materials on the entire scope of the US political Right. Publishes 
a quart e r l y, The Public Eye. Provides informational support to pro g ressive activists.

■ P roject To c s i n

6515 Capital Circle, Sacramento, CA 95828, (916) 381-3115

P ro g ressive organization that tracks the political activities of the Religious Right. Publishes a variety
of materials on Christian dominionism and re c o n s t ructionism, as well as a chart explaining linkages
between diff e rent individuals and organizations that are part of the Religious Right in Californ i a .
Also tracks funding of right-wing political candidates.

■ Triangle Foundation

19641 W. Seven Mile Road, Detroit, MI 48219-2721, (313) 537-3323 

E-mail: trijeffm@aol.com, Website: www. t r i . o rg

Seeks to promote equality and secure freedom from violence, intimidation and discrimination for gays
and lesbians throughout Michigan. Has re s e a rched NARTH, Joseph Nicolosi and reparative therapy.
Has other national re s o u rces on the ex-gay movement. 
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■ Al-Fatiha (GLBT Muslims and their friends)

Contact: Faisal Alam, Dire c t o r

P.O. Box 300, Astor Station, Boston, MA  02123, (617) 685-4175

E-mail: gaymuslims@yahoo.com

An international organization dedicated to the empowerment of gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender
(GLBT) Muslims, including those questioning their sexual orientation/gender identity, and their
f r i e n d s .

Our goal is to support GLBT Muslims through their internal and external struggles by sharing indi-
vidual and institutional re s o u rc e s .

■ American Friends Service Committee

Contact: Jane R. Motz, Associate Dire c t o r

1501 Cherry Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102, (215) 241-7123 fax: (215) 241-7119

E-mail: jmotz@afsc.org

The AFSC is a practical expression of the faith of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). Its pro-
gram work on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender issues and rights includes pioneering work with
lgbt and questioning youth, helping to empower them and end their isolation. In programs with re l i-
gious groups at the community level, we seek to help them to understand and support lgbt people
among their members and in their communities. AFSC’s publication Bridges of Respect b roke new
g round in addressing issues of lesbian and gay youth and led to creation of the Bridges Project, now
p a rt of the National Youth Advocacy Coalition in Washington, DC.

■ B re t h ren/Mennonite Council for Lesbian and Gay Concern s

Contact: Jim Sauder, Executive Dire c t o r

P.O. Box 6300, Minneapolis, MN 55406-0300, (612) 722-6906, fax: (612) 343-2061

E-mail: BMCouncil@aol.com, Website: www. w e b c o m . c o m / b m c /

The Bre t h ren/Mennonite Council for Lesbian and Gay Concerns (BMC) was founded in October 1976
to provide support for Bre t h ren and Mennonite gay, lesbian, and bisexual people, and their pare n t s ,
spouses, relatives, and friends; to foster dialogue between gay and non-gay people in the churches; and
to provide accurate information about homosexuality from the social sciences, biblical studies, and the-
o l o g y. BMC’s Supportive Congregations Network encourages Bre t h ren and Mennonite congregations to
publicly declare their welcome to lesbian, gay and bisexual members. Publishes D i a l o g u e a n d S u p p o rt i v e
C o n g regations Network Newsletter. Both publications appear three times a year and are fre e .

■ The Center for Pro g ressive Christianity (TCPC)

Contact: James R. Adams, Pre s i d e n t

99 Brattle Street, Cambridge, MA 02138, (617) 441-0928 fax: (617) 441-6201

E-mail: jadams@tcpc.org, Website: www. t c p c . o rg
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TCPC is a nonprofit corporation that encourages the presentation of the Christian message to those
who have found organized religion to be ineffectual, irrelevant, or re p ressive. TCPC supports congre-
gations that embrace the search for meaning—rather than a particular brand of cert a i n t y. Thro u g h
c o n f e rences, a newsletter, a website (www. t c p c . o rg) and correspondence, TCPC is building a network
of people who have an interest in recovering our Christian symbols and in redefining what it means
to be a follower of Jesus. Publishes four P re s i d e n t ’s Report s each year. 

■ Center for New Community

Contact: Rev. David Ostendorf

6429 W. North Avenue, Oak Park, IL 60302, (708) 848-0319 fax: (708) 848-0327

E-mail: dlo@newcomm.org

A faith-based rural-urban initiative with a mission to revitalize congregations and communities for
genuine social, economic and political democracy. The Center’s “Building Democracy” initiative is
aimed at countering racism, bigotry and religious extremism, and is carried out through a variety of
education, training and organizing initiatives. 

■ D i g n i t y

Contact: Charles L. Cox, Executive Dire c t o r

1500 Massachusetts Ave., NW, Suite 11, Washington DC 20005, (202) 861-0017, (800) 877-8797 

E-mail: dignity@aol.com, Website: www. d i g n i t y u s a . o rg

The nation’s largest and oldest organization for Catholic lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, and trans-
gender persons and their family and friends.  Dignity has more than 80 chapters across the US.

■ Equal Partners in Faith

Contacts: Rev. Meg Riley, Steering Committee Co-Chair; Laura Montgomery Rutt, National Org a n i z e r

2026 P Street, NW, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 296-4672

E-mail: epf1998@aol.com, Website: www. g e o c i t i e s . c o m / C a p i t o l H i l l / 4 4 9 7 / E q u a l P a rt n e r s . h t m l

A multi-racial, multi-faith national network of religious leaders and people of faith committed to
equality and diversity. EPF helps people of faith understand and challenge the ways Religious Right
leaders manipulate religion to promote an exclusive and divisive political agenda. EPF focuses cur-
rently on why and how these leaders build support for Promise Keepers, how they organize in com-
munities of color, and how they campaign against the rights of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
people. On these and related issues, EPF provides a national voice for concerned people of faith and
s u p p o rts local organizing, public education, and media outreach eff o rts by faith-based gro u p s .

■ The Evangelical Anglican Church in America

Contact: Rt. Rev. Craig Bettendorf, Presiding Bishop

2401 Artesia Blvd., Suite 106-213, Redondo Beach, CA 90278, (310) 798-0104 fax: (973) 746-3147

E-mail: eacaobis1@aol.com

A Christian community of believers within the Anglican tradition with a principal ministry in, of, 
b y, and for the lesbian, bisexual, transgender and gay community. Publishes K a l e i d o s c o p e , a 
q u a rterly newsletter.
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■ Evangelicals Concern e d

Contact: Dr. Ralph Blair, Pre s i d e n t

311 East 72nd Street, New York, NY 10021, (212) 517-3171, E-mail: ecincnyc@aol.com

An organization of evangelical Christians working to improve the understanding of homosexuality
among evangelicals and to help evangelical gay men and lesbians integrate their faith and sexuality.
Publishes two quart e r l i e s , R e c o rd a n d R e v i e w.

■ Gay-Muslims Listserv

An internet, email-based, discussion group for GLBT Muslims and their friends. The purpose is to
bring together GLBT Muslims in a forum where they can communicate issues of common concern ,
s h a re individual experiences, and also gain re s o u rces to reconcile their sexuality/gender identity with
the religion of Islam. To subscribe send an email to gaymuslims@yahoo.com

■ I n t e g r i t y

Contact: Rev. Michael Hopkins, Pre s i d e n t

P.O. Box 5255, New York, NY 10185-5255, fax: (800) 238-1592

Integrity is an organization for and of lesbians and gay Episcopalians and their friends. Integrity’s
mission is to be the witness of the lesbian and gay community in the Episcopal Church and of the
Episcopal church in the lesbian and gay community. We engage in a ministry of worship, education,
a d v o c a c y, fellowship and service. Publishes a quarterly newsletter, The Voice of Integrity.

■ I n t e rfaith Alliance

Contact: Greg Lebel, Director of Public Policies

1012 14th Street, NW, Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20005, (202) 639-6370 fax: (202) 639-6375

Website: www. t i a l l i a n c e . o rg

As a non-partisan organization, The Interfaith Alliance offers Americans a mainstream, faith-based
agenda committed to the positive role of religion as a healing and constructive force in public life.
R e s o u rces include the Interfaith Internet Community Action Network of over 5,000 e-mail activists,
and a quartetly newsletter, The Light.

■ I n t e rfaith Working Gro u p

Contact: Chris Purdom, Co-coord i n a t o r

P.O. Box 11706, Philadelphia, PA 19101, (215) 235-3050

E-mail: iwg@libert y n e t . o rg , Website: www. l i b e rt y n e t . o rg / ~ i w g /

I n f o rms the public of the diversity of religious opinions on social issues. Supported by religious org a-
nizations, congregations and clergy who support gay rights, re p roductive freedom, and the separation
of church and state.

■ I n t e rweave: Unitarian Universalists for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Concern s

Contact: Susan Gore, Co-Chair



167 Milk Street, #406, Boston, MA 02109, (214) 348-4673

E-mail: interw e a v e - B @ u u a . o rg, Website: http://qrd . t c p . c o m / q rd / w w w / o rg s / u u a / u u - i n t e rweave.html 

I n t e rweave is a membership organization affiliated with the Unitarian Universalist Association. It is
dedicated to the spiritual, political, and social well-being of Unitarian Universalists who are con-
f ronting oppression as lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender persons, and their heterosexual allies;
and facilitates celebration of like cultures and lives of its members. Publishes I n t e rweave Wo r l d , a
q u a rterly newsletter.

■ Lutherans Concern e d / N o rth America

Contact: Bob Gibeling, Program Executive

2466 Sharon Dale Drive, Atlanta, GA 30305, (404) 266-4615, fax: (404) 266-9615

Website: www. l c n a . o rg

Lutherans Concern e d / N o rth America is a 24-year-old independent ministry organization aff i rm i n g
G o d ’s love to people of all sexual orientations. Its vision is to promote justice by creating an inclusive
Lutheran church and to help Christian people reconcile their spirituality and sexuality in an uplifting
w a y. Lutherans Concerned has chapters across the US and Canada and sponsors the Reconciling in
Christ program for welcoming Lutheran congregations. Publishes C o n c o rd , a quarterly newsletter.

■ M o re Light Pre s b y t e r i a n s

( f o rmerly Presbyterians for Lesbian & Gay Concerns and More Light Churches Network)

Contacts: Donna Michelle Riley, Communications Secre t a ry; James D. Anderson, Editor, 

M o re Light Update
P.O. Box 38, New Brunswick, NJ 08903-0038, (732) 249-1016, fax: (732) 932-6916

E-mail: jda@mariner. rutgers.edu or DMRiley@princeton.edu, Website: www. m l p . o rg

Following the risen Christ, and seeking to make the Church a true community of hospitality, the mis-
sion of More Light Presbyterians, Inc., (MLP) is to work for the full participation of gay, lesbian,
bisexual and transgender people of faith in the life, ministry and witness of the Presbyterian Churc h
(U.S.A.). Program includes chapters, conferences, education, advocacy, and support of polity/constitu-
tional equity and justice through ecclesiastical judicial cases. Publishes a bimonthly newsletter, M o re
Light Update. Sponsors E-mail Discussion List.

■ New Ways Ministry

Contact: Francis DeBern a rdo, Executive Dire c t o r

4012 29th Street, Mt. Rainier, MD 20712, (301) 277-5674 fax: (301) 864-6948

E-mail: newways@juno.com

New Ways Ministry provides a gay-positive ministry of advocacy and justice for lesbian and gay

Catholics and reconciliation within the larger Christian and civil communities. Through re s e a rc h ,

publication, and education about homosexuality, it fosters dialogue, identifies and combats personal

and structural homophobia, works for changes in attitudes, and promotes the acceptance of gay and

lesbian people as full and equal members of church and society. Publishes B o n d i n g s , a quart e r l y

newsletter and Wo m a n j o u rney We a v i n g s , a quarterly newsletter by, for, and about lesbian nuns.

Challenging the Ex-Gay Movement: An Information Packet



■ Reconciling Congregation Program (RCP)

Contact: Mark Bowman, Executive Dire c t o r

3801 N. Keeler Avenue, Chicago, IL 60641, (773) 736-5526 fax: (773) 736-5475 

Website: www. rc p . o rg

A national network of United Methodist churches, ministries, and individuals that welcome the full
p a rticipation of all persons, re g a rdless of sexual orientation. The program provides a variety of
re s o u rces to support ministries with lesbian, gay and bisexual persons and their families. The RCP is
p a rt of a much broader ecumenical “welcoming church” movement which includes over 800 churc h e s
in Baptist, Bre t h ren/Mennonite, Disciples of Christ, Episcopalian, Lutheran, Presbyterian, United
C h u rch of Christ and United Methodist traditions. Publishes Open Hands, a quarterly magazine
exploring ministries with sexual minorities and K a t a l y s t, a bimonthly newsletter sent free to all
Reconciling United Methodists.

■ Religious Action Center of Reform Judaism

Contact: Rabbi Marc Israel, Director of Congregational Relations

2027 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20036, (202) 387-2800 fax: (202) 667-9070

E-mail: rac@uahc.org

The Religious Action Center pursues social justice and religious liberty by mobilizing the American
Jewish community and serving as its advocate in the nation’s capital. It is the Washington office of the
Union of American Hebrew Congregations (UAHC) and the Central Conference of American Rabbis
(CCAR) re p resenting 1.5 million Reform Jews and 1,800 Reform Rabbis in more than 875 congre g a-
tions throughout North America. Publishes Chai Impact Action Alert s and Kulanu: A Program for
C o n g regations Implementing Gay & Lesbian Inclusion.

■ Seventh Day Adventist Kinship Intern a t i o n a l

P.O. Box 7320, Laguna Niguel, CA 92607, (949) 248-1299

E-mail: SDAKinship@aol.com

S u p p o rt group for lesbians and gays of a Seventh Day Adventist background. Friends and support e r s
a re also welcome. Publishes The Connection, a newsletter 7 times a year.

■ Unitarian Universalist Association of Congre g a t i o n s

Contact: Barb Gre v e

O ffice of Bisexual, Gay, Lesbian & Transgender Concern s

25 Beacon Street, Boston, MA 02108, (617) 742-2100 ext. 470 fax: (617) 742-0321 

E-mail: obgltc@uua.org Website: www. u u a . o rg

Works to foster acceptance, inclusion, understanding, and equality for bisexual, gay, lesbian, and
transgender persons—both within the UUA and in society at large.  Resources include educational,
c e remonial, and program materials; consultation; workshop leadership; advocacy; information and
re f e rral; and conflict resolution.  In response to the aggressive homophobic campaigns of the
Religious Right, OBGLTC also works actively with congregations in cities or states that are targ e t e d
for homophobic legislation. Serves individuals, congregations, the UU Association, and society by
p roviding re f e rrals, re s o u rces, and consultations to those requiring support .
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■ United Church Board for Homeland Ministries, Division of the American Missionary Association

O ffice for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual & Transgender Concern s

Contact: Rev. Bill Johnson

700 Prospect Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115, (216) 736-3262 fax: (216) 736-3263

P rovides consultation with individuals and churches, pastoral care re f e rrals and crisis interv e n t i o n ;
Open and Aff i rming video re s o u rces and other glbt-related educational materials; UCC social policy
re g a rding glbt concerns; oversees all-church dialogue on equal marital rights for same gender couples;
c o o rdinates UCC justice advocacy network on Equal Rights for Gays and Lesbians.

■ United Church of Christ Coalition for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Concern s

Contact: Rev. Mitzi N. Eilts, national coordinator 

800 Village Walk, #230, Guilford, CT 06437, (800) 653-0799, (203) 789-6355 fax: (203) 789-6356

E-mail: mnecoalition@snet.net, Website: www. c o a l i t i o n . s i m p l e n e t . c o m

The coalition provides support and sanctuary for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people and
their family and friends. Advocates for the full inclusion in church and society of lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual and transgender people. Brings Christ’s aff i rming message of love and justice for all people.
Includes coordination of the Open and Aff i rming Program (ONA) and Yo u t h / Young Adult Pro g r a m .
Publishes a quarterly newsletter, Wa v e s.

■ Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churc h e s

8704 Santa Monica Blvd., 2nd Floor, West Hollywood, CA 90069 (310) 360-8640 fax: (310) 360-8680

E-mail: info@ufmcchq.com Website: www. u f m c c . c o m

The Universal Fellowship of Metropolitan Community Churches is a worldwide fellowship of
Christian congregations serving all people, with a special outreach to the world’s gay, lesbian, bisexual
and transgender communities. UFMCC has 300 congregations in 16 countries. Many printed, audio-
visual and on-line re s o u rces available.

■ World Congress of Gay, Lesbian, and Bisexual Jewish Org a n i z a t i o n s

P.O. Box 23379, Washington, DC 20026-3379, E-mail: info@wcgljo.org 

Website: www. w c g l j o . o rg / w c g l j o

The World Congress is made up of 65 GLB synagogues, student groups, and other organizations in
the United States, Mexico, Canada, We s t e rn Europe, Hungary, Israel, and Australia. It works to 
combat homophobia and sexism in the Jewish community, and anti-Semitism at larg e .
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Secondary Sources (about the ex-gay movement)

Chris Bull, “Peddling the Cure,” The Advocate, November 24, 1998. Bull examines the Christian
R i g h t ’s eff o rts to roll back lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender civil rights protections through its
use of the ex-gay movement. This issue of The Advocate also contains other articles about the ex-gay
m o v e m e n t .

M a rg a ret Carlson, “Praying Away the Gay,” Ti m e magazine, July 27, 1998, Vol. 152 No. 4. A critical
look at the national ad campaign waged by ex-gay and Christian Right organizations. Carlson ques-
tions whether leaders in ex-gay organizations who claim to be ex-gay were ever really gay.

Justin Chin, “Saved: Our Reporter Survives the Ex-Gay Ministries,” The Pro g re s s i v e , D e c e m b e r,
1995. Chin goes undercover and gives a critical perspective on Exodus Intern a t i o n a l .

Jack Dre s c h e r, MD, “I’m Your Handyman: A History of Reparative Therapies,” J o u rnal of
H o m o s e x u a l i t y, Vol. 36 (1) 1998. Dre s c h e r, a Supervisor of Psychotherapy, Faculty Member and
Consulting Psychiatrist at the William Alanson White Psychoanalytic Institute offers a critical pers-
pective of “reparative therapy” by providing an historical analysis.

Surina Khan, “Homosexual Healing,” Boston Magazine, July, 1998. An overview of the ex-gay
movement and its ties to the Christian Right. Includes responses from ex-ex gays.

Surina Khan, “Inside Exodus: A Report from the Anti-Gay Ministry ’s 21st National Confere n c e , ”
Gay Community News, Fall 1996. Looks specifically at Exodus International as a re c ruitment arm 
of the Christian Right.

Kim I. Mills, “Mission Impossible: Why Reparative Therapy and Ex-Gay Ministries Fail,” Human
Rights Campaign, August, 1998. A general informational re p o rt issued by HRC to counter the
Christian Right ex-gay ad campaign.

B ruce Mirken, “Swallowed Up By the Closet: The Strange World of the ‘Ex-Gay’ Movement,” S a n
Francisco Bay Guard i a n, May 28, 1997. Mirken examines the growth of the ex-gay movement.

Frank Rich, “Lott’s Lesbian Ally,” The New York Ti m e s , July 22, 1998. Rich critiques the 1998
national ad campaign waged by ex-gay and Christian Right organizations and points out that the
m i s i n f o rmation being promoted by the Right is an eff o rt to divide Americans for political advantage.

R e v. Meg Riley, “A Kinder, Gentler Homophobia? The Right’s War on Gays Continues,” C o n s c i e n c e :
A Newsletter of Catholic Prochoice Opinion, Autumn 1998. Riley gives a chronology of the Right’s
recent attacks on gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender rights. She calls people of faith to speak out
and aff i rm the dignity inherent in all people, re g a rdless of sexual orientation.

H a rriet Schwartz, “The Ex-Files,” The Advocate, June 10, 1997. Schwartz explores the growth of 
P - F O X .
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Kyle Young, “The Ex-Files: A Former Follower Sheds Some Light on Ex-Gay Ministries,” O u t S m a rt
M a g a z i n e, January, 1997. Young looks specifically at former ex-gays who say that ex-gay ministries
a re a dangerous fraud.

Sara Diamond, Not By Politics Alone: The Enduring Influence of the Christian Right, (New Yo r k ,
N Y: Guilford Press, 1998). Includes an excellent chapter on the Christian Right’s anti-gay agenda and
its use of ex-gay ministries to promote a theocratic agenda.

M a rtin Duberman, C u res: A Gay Man’s Odyssey, (New York, NY: Dutton, 1991). A memoir chro n i-
cling twenty years of Duberm a n ’s many attempted “cures” of his homosexuality.

Daniel Helminiak, Ph.D., What the Bible Really Says About Homosexuality: Recent Findings by To p
Scholars Offer a Radical New Vi e w, (San Francisco, CA: Alamo Square Press, 1994). Helminiak
explains the findings of scholars that show those who perceive Bible passages as condemning homo-
sexuality are being misled by faulty translation and poor interpre t a t i o n .

John J. McNeill, The Church and the Homosexual, (Boston, MA: Beacon Press, 1993, fourth edi-
tion). McNeill uses the Churc h ’s own teachings to refute its views on homosexuality.

R e v. Sylvia Pennington, Ex-Gays? There Are None! What it Means to be a New Cre a t u re in Christ,
( H a w t h o rne, CA: Lambda Christian Fellowship, 1989). This anthology explores the ex-gay move-
ment from the critical perspective of clergy and people involved with ex-gay ministries.

Mel White, Stranger at the Gate: To be Gay and Christian in America, (New York, NY: Plume,
1994). White, a former speech writer for Oliver North and former ghostwriter for Jerry Falwell,
details 25 years of being counseled, exorcised, electric-shocked and nearly driven to suicide because
his church said that homosexuality was wro n g .

“One Nation Under God.”  This video explores the lives of Gary Cooper and Michael Busee, the two
men who co-founded Exodus International and then left the ex-gay ministry after falling in love with
each other. Also provides a good historical context for the ex-gay movement. Features interviews with
gay and lesbian historians including Martin Duberman and Joan Nestle. Available at many local gay
and lesbian bookstore s .
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Primary Sources (by the ex-gay movement)

Tom Bethell, “A Conference on Gayness,” The American Spectator, August, 1997. This article praises
ex-gay movement leaders and re p o rts on the American Public Philosophy Institute’s three-day confer-
ence on homosexuality held at Georgetown University in 1997. 

J. Lee Grady,  “Dirty Little Secrets,” New Man magazine, October, 1997. Argues that men who were
sexually abused as children turn to homosexuality but can “heal” themselves and re t u rn to hetero s e x-
u a l i t y.

Valerie G. Lowe, “Homosexuality and the Black Church: Let’s Stop Hiding From the Pain,”
C h a r i s m a, October, 1998. Lowe writes about the ex-gay movement’s outreach into African American
c h u rches. 

Elizabeth Moberly, “Homosexuality and Truth,” First Things, March, 1997.  Moberly, a longtime
leader in the ex-gay movement, reviews seven books authored by her colleagues and offers her analy-
sis of why gay men and lesbians should seek out hetero s e x u a l i t y.

Cal Thomas, “Psychologists Ignore Help for Gays,” The Conservative Chro n i c l e, August 27, 1997.
Anti-gay syndicated columnist Cal Thomas rails against the American Psychological Association re s o-
lution critical of  “reparative therapy. ”

Amy Tr a c y, “A Relentless Pursuit,” Focus on the Family Magazine, March, 1998. Tr a c y, a former out
lesbian, feminist and press secre t a ry for the National Organization for Women, details her conversion
to heterosexuality through submission to Christ.

A n d rew Comiskey, Pursuing Sexual Wholeness: How Jesus Heals the Homosexual, (Lake Mary, FL:
C reation House, 1989). Comiskey, a founder of Desert Stream Ministry which originated the Living
Waters Sexual Redemption in Christ Program, offers a Biblical perspective for “overcoming” homo-
s e x u a l i t y.

Joe Dallas, A Strong Delusion: Confronting the “Gay Christian” Movement, (Eugene, OR: Harv e s t
House Publishers, 1996). A former member of Metropolitan Community Church, Dallas art i c u l a t e s
rebuttals to gay aff i rming 
t h e o l o g y.

Bob Davies & Lori Rentzel, Coming Out of Homosexuality: New Freedom for Men & Wo m e n,
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1993). Co-authored by Exodus International Executive 
D i rector Bob Davies, this book is written for people questioning their sexual identity in an eff o rt 
to persuade them that they can “convert” to hetero s e x u a l i t y.

David Kyle Foster, Sexual Healing: God’s Plan for the Sanctification of Broken Lives, (Herm i t a g e ,
TN: Mastering Life Ministries, 1997). A Biblical self-help book for overcoming homosexuality, 
complete with study guides and exercises on how to avoid masturbation and porn o g r a p h y.
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Michael Mazzalongo (Ed.), Gay Rights or Wrongs: A Christian Guide to Homosexual Issues and
M i n i s t ry, (Joplin, MO: College Press Publishing, 1995). An anthology including psychologists, minis-
ters, and academics writing about “how to deal with homosexuality. ”

Joseph Nicolosi, Reparative Therapy of Male Homosexuality: A New Clinical Appro a c h, (Nort h v a l e ,
NJ: Jason Aronson Inc., 1997). Nicolosi, one of the founders of the National Association for the
R e s e a rch and Therapy of Homosexuality, argues that gay men can undergo psychological therapy to
change their sexual orientation.

John Paulk with Tony Marco, Not Afraid to Change: The Remarkable Story of How One Man
O v e rcame Homosexuality, (Mukilteo, WA: Wi n e p ress Publishing, 1998). John Paulk’s story. Paulk, a
f o rmer drag queen, is a homosexuality and gender analyst at Focus on the Family and is on the Board
of Directors of Exodus Intern a t i o n a l .

Charles W. Socarides, M.D. Homosexuality: A Freedom Too Far (Phoenix, AZ: Adam Marg r a v e
Books, 1995). In question and answer style, Socarides opines on why “homosexuality is not a norm a l
v a r i a t i o n . ”

J e ff rey Satinover, M.D., Homosexuality and the Politics of Tru t h , (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books,
1996). Satinover looks at psychological and medical “treatment” for homosexuals to change their
sexual orientation. 

John F. Harv e y, OSFS, The Truth About Homosexuality: The Cry of the Faithful, (San Francisco, CA:
Ignatius Press, 1996). Harvey is a founder of the Catholic ex-gay ministry, Courage. In this book he
attempts to counter justification for a gay spirituality through a Catholic response to homosexuality.
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